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teachers so that they can spend 
more time focused on teaching. 

“I support the expansion of 
funding for School Resource 
Officers. Firearms on school 
grounds should be in the hands 
of these trained, uniformed law- 
enforcement professionals who 
courageously choose a career 
protecting citizens from violent 
threats,” he said. 

The statement from Johnson, a 
Republican, drew support from 
Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper. 

“I agree,” Cooper tweeted. 
“Our teachers having to carry 
guns is a very bad idea.” 


NC schools chief, governor 
agree: Don’t arm teachers 


massacre. 
President Donald Trump and 
the National Rifle Association 
have been among those who’ve 
been vocal in recent weeks about 
supporting the arming of teach- 
ers following the Feb. 14 shoot- 


Schools Superin- 
tendent Mark 
Johnson issued a 
statement Mon- 
day saying it 
would be a bur- 
den to ask teach- 
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teams” that would include trained school 
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official says he’s against asking 


do not believe we should ask 


teachers to carry guns and that ing at Marjory Stoneman Dou- Mark ers to carry fire- them to take on another massive School resource officers are 
the state should instead provide glas High School in Florida that Johnson arms. responsibility of having firearms trained law enforcement officers 
more money to hire police offi- left 17 people dead. With a new “We already in the classroom. As State Super- who are assigned to work at 


cers to make schools safer fol- 
lowing the recent Florida school 


state committee formed to study 
how to make schools safer, state 


ask so much of our educators,” 
Johnson said in the statement. “I 


intendent, I am working to re- 


duce additional burdens on SEE SCHOOLS, 9A 
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Scotty 
McCreery 
nails first 
No. 1 single 


Tiny homes help fill affordable 
housing gap in communities 
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Since Scotty McCreery won 
“American Idol” seven years 
ago, the Garner native has had 
plenty of chart success, includ- 
ing Top 10 singles and No. 1 
albums on Billboard’s country 
charts. 

But he’s never had a song hit 
No. 1 on the Billboard country 
charts - until now. 

“Five More Minutes,” the first 
single from McCreery’s up- 
coming album “Seasons 
Change,” turned the trick this 
week by hitting No. 1 on 
Billboard’s Country Airplay 
chart. The song was originally 
released last year and was given 
a renewed push by McCreery’s 
label to lead “Seasons Change.” 

“Pm excited,” McCreery said 


Monday after Courtesy of Pee Wee Homes 
getting the news. In Chapel Hill, the Church of the Advocate on Homestead Road is working now with the town on plans for three Pee Wee Homes to 
“Tt was a big serve formerly homeless men. Pee Wee Homes and its partners also have created a tiny home duplex - each studio apartment is 320 
mountain to square feet - to serve formerly homeless individuals or couples in the neighborhood. 
climb. 
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illennials are the @ 400 square feet and smaller 


fastest-growing tiny 

home population, 

experts say, in part 
because rising college debt has 
left them wary, but also 
because it reduces their envi- 
ronmental footprint and leaves 
them free to go where their 
passions take them. 

That resonated with Nathan 
Huening and his wife, who 
have lived in their movable, 
250-square-foot, two-loft tiny 
home in Orange County since 
2016. Their lot rent and utility 
fees are modest, he said, but 
their life is rich, allowing them 
to save money, volunteer and 
do other things that make 


referring to “Clear as Day,” his 
debut album after winning Sea- 
son 10 of the FOX singing real- 
ity competition in May 2011. 

“But this gives more validity 
to what I’ve been doing,” he 
said. “Credibility as an artist has 
been the goal the last few years 
- to move away from the TV guy 
who was on ‘American Idol’ to 
be a country artist with songs 
and stories.” 

“Five More Minutes” is co- 
written by McCreery, Monty 
Criswell and Frank Rogers. It’s 
inspired by McCreery’s grand- 
father, who died three years 
ago. The lyrics recall various 
scenes, including his grand- 
father’s death, with the chorus 


@ Limited to 8.5 feet wide and 13.6 
feet tall, so it can travel on the 
highway 


@ Affordable, sustainable and easy to 
locate and hook up to utilities 


@ Meets all daily needs, including 
sleeping, cooking and sanitation 


@ Built like a traditional house 


@ Typically costs $17,000 to $95,000 
to build 


@ Tiny home dwellers are largely 
millennials and adults over age 50, 
especially women 


TAMMY GRUBB tgrubb@heraldsun.com 


Carrboro Alderwoman Bethany Chaney proves that a full life - and 
full-size furnishings - can comfortably fit into a tiny home. 


Although tiny homes can be 


each time asking for “five more 
minutes.” 

The video features family 
home-movie footage from over 
the years, too. It’s still, 
McCreery admits, an emotional 
song to sing. 

“At the Opry, you can see on 
the YouTube video, I get a little 
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them happy. 

They are “relatively privi- 
leged in that we are college- 
educated and have pretty good 
jobs,” the Carrboro web 
designer said, but tiny homes 
also could benefit others who 
lack their options. 

“From a personal stand- 
point, we thought it was 
important, but also from this 


larger standpoint of how we 
build our communities, how 
we live and our carbon impact, 
that we thought it was a wor- 
thy endeavor,” he said recently 
at a Chapel Hill Alliance for a 
Livable Town discussion. 

Tiny homes are defined as 
less 400 square feet, but most 
are between 170 and 300 
square feet, said April Kemper, 


with the Chapel Hill Tiny 
Home Initiative. They are built 
similarly to traditional homes 
and also meet residents’ daily 
needs, including areas for 
sleeping, cooking and san- 
itation. They cost $17,000 to 
$95,000 each to build, much 
less than Chapel Hill’s median 
home value of $362,000, she 
said. 


built on a permanent founda- 
tion, more traditional models 
are built on a trailer that can 
be moved with a pickup truck. 
That model is self-sustainable, 
eliminating the cost of buying 
land and hooking up to water 
and sewer utilities, Kemper 
said. 
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